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A Message From Councilman DuWayne Gregory
Warriors,

Welcome to another edition of the Town of Babylon’s Veteran’s Advisory Council Newsletter! I’m
happy to introduce myself as Babylon’s newest Councilman and Chairperson of the Veterans Advisory
Board. For those of you that may not be familiar, I am a United States Army veteran who served our
country for five years and achieved the rank of 1st Lieutenant. I also served as a Suffolk County Legislator
for the 15th Legislative District for the past eleven years and was honored to be Presiding Officer for six
years. During my tenure as Legislator, I was proud to work on veteran initiatives and most notably, passed
legislation to expand Service Disabled Veteran Owned Business (SDVOB) that gives them preference for
government contracts. I look forward to continuing to work with and for our veterans in Babylon.
As you read through this newsletter, I would like to remind you about the Veteran’s link on the Town
of B abylon’s webpage. All upcoming Veteran events and information are posted on this page. You may
access the webpage by visiting www.townofbabylon.com and clicking the Veterans tab under the ‘Community’ section.
This summer we look forward to hosting the 13th Annual Wounded Warrior Project’s Babylon Soldier
Ride. Mark your calendar for Friday, July 17th to ride or cheer on our veterans and participants. Registration will begin mid-April at www.soldierride.org/babylon. More information, as it becomes available, will
be posted at the veteran’s link on our website.
Please remember to keep our soldiers who are in harm’s way and their families here at home in your thoughts and prayers.
Warm regards,

DuWayne

Long Island National Cemetery

Long

Island National Cemetery
(LINC), located in Farmingdale,
New York is one of two National
Cemeteries on Long Island. Most
residents of Babylon and the surrounding townships often mistakenly refer to the cemetery as
“Pinelawn” but are unaware of the
historic significance of our local National Cemetery.
LINC was established in 1936 and was created based on
two critical issues at the time. Cypress Hills National Cemetery
in Brooklyn had closed to new burials and there were 500,000
Veterans living in New York City after World War I. Growing
urbanization required that a new National Cemetery be located
outside of the five city boroughs. The Department of the Army
purchased 175 acres from Pinelawn Cemetery and work began using labor provided under President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “New
Deal”. Some notable internments at LINC are 22 recipients of the
Medal of Honor, 18 Civil War Veterans, 91 WWII German and
Italian Prisoners of War and several celebrities.
Our mission is to honor Veterans and their eligible family with
final resting places as national shrines and with lasting tributes
that commemorate their service and sacrifice to our Nation. The
staff of the cemetery strive to ensure that “No Veteran Ever Dies”,
through meticulous groundskeeping, maintenance of memorials
and the institution of historical and educational programs.
In observance of Memorial Day, on Saturday, May 23rd, 2020
flags will be placed on all Veteran graves and Sunday, May 24th,
2020 we will conduct a ceremony at 2:00pm. If you would like to
volunteer or attend any events at Long Island National Cemetery,
please call (631) 454-4949 or email LINC@va.gov.

The New York State Office of the
Attorney General has an online
‘Veterans and Service members’
resource guide available at:
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/
veteransresourceguide.pdf

This guide includes information regarding educational
benefits and opportunities, civil protections for service
members, miscellaneous rights and protections for service
members and veterans, comparison of benefits – Federal
vs. State and additional resources.
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Veterans Update
Assemblyman Steve Stern Co-Sponsors Legislation
to Restore Bed Holds

Assemblyman Steve Stern (DHuntington, 10th AD) is cosponsoring critical legislation to
protect veterans, their spouses,
widows and widowers and Gold
Star Parents from losing their
rooms at State Veterans Homes
in the event they are temporarily hospitalized or transferred
for therapeutic care by restoring
“Bed Holds” for the five New
York State Veterans Homes, including the Long Island Home in Stony Brook. “Recent
changes have left our frail and elderly veterans and their
loved ones at risk of displacement if they become ill and
require hospitalization or therapy,” Assemblyman Stern
said. “For many residents of these homes, changes to their
routine are not merely inconvenient; they can cause a serious decline in physical, emotional and mental health.”
The legislation will require facilities to establish a bed day
policy for residents who have resided at their facility for
at least 30 days in locations with a lower than five percent
vacancy rate. “All of us at the Long Island State Veterans
Home are grateful to Assemblyman Steve Stern for his
tireless advocacy on behalf of veterans and their families,”
Fred Sganga, Executive Director of the Long Island State
Veterans Home said. “His support of legislation that will
restore bed hold for our veterans on the Medicaid program
who reside at any NYS Veterans Home is commendable.
Assemblyman Stern realizes the importance of bed hold
and how it impacts our frail, elderly veterans and their
families. Kudos for his support.”
“We owe the brave men and women who sacrificed so
much to protect our great nation more than mere words
and platitudes,” Assemblyman Stern said. ‘We owe them
meaningful action to ensure that they receive the care that
they and their families need and deserve.”

Lost a medal or ribbon from your
service to our country? Maybe
your high school education was
interrupted because of your duty
during World War II, Korean or
Vietnam wars and didn’t earn a
diploma.
Assemblywoman Kimberly JeanPierre and her office can assist
you in obtaining a replacement
for your New York State medal or
ribbon. Contact:
The Honorable Kimberly Jean-Pierre,
Assemblywoman
640 West Montauk Hwy.
Lindenhurst, NY 11757
631-957-2087
Fax: 631-957-2998
EVENTS, SERVICES AND PROGRAMS MENTIONED IN THE VETERAN’S ADVISORY COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
ARE NOT AN ENDORSEMENT FROM THE TOWN OF BABYLON.

If you or someone you know would benefit from this newsletter, call the Town of Babylon Veterans
Message Hotline @ 631-957-3077. Please speak clearly leave your name, address and phone number.
Or you can e-mail us at our new e-mail address: tobveterans@townofbabylon.com.

