TOWN OF BABYLON

VETERANS ADVISORY COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
An Informational Newsletter for Babylon’s Veterans - July 2021

Warriors,

Welcome to another edition of the Town of Babylon’s Veteran’s Advisory Council Newsletter! I would like to take this opportunity to let our new readers and reconfirm to our current
readers, the purpose of the Veterans Advisory Council. The Board serves as a conduit between residents in the town who are veterans and veteran’s agencies and organizations. We
act as an information hub where veterans can turn to when they need to be pointed in the
right direction. The Veterans Advisory Council Newsletter is a way for us to get information
to the veterans in our community. The newsletter is published the first week of each quarter
based on the military calendar; October, January, April and July. Since the inception of the
newsletter, many of you have contacted us with veteran related questions or information that
you would like to pass along to fellow veterans. We also have an e-mail list, where we contact
veterans between mailings with relevant information. Instructions on how to be added to the
list are enclosed.
Enclosed is an update sheet for you to review. This is the information we currently have on
file for your household. Please fill in any missing information and return to us as soon as possible.
The 14th Annual Wounded Warrior Project’s Babylon Soldier Ride will be Friday, July 16th. We hope that you will line the route
as 30 warriors bicycle through the neighborhood. One change for this year - the community will not ride in the event, this ride
will be the for Wounded Warrior Project warriors and support staff only.
Please remember to keep our soldiers who are in harm’s way and their families here at home in your thoughts and prayers.
As always, thank you for your service and my very best regards,

DuWayne

Hometown Hero Banners
United

States Army
Veteran John Farina is
proudly pictured with
his very own Hometown Hero banner.
The Town of Babylon
and Lindenhurst Kiwanis have partnered
to honor active duty
and veterans of the
United States Armed
Forces. We are no longer accepting orders
this year, but will start
accepting new orders
in January. For more information,
https://lindenhurstkiwanis.org/HometownHeroes

2021 Babylon Soldier Ride

Cheer on Wounded Warrior Project’s warriors and
support staff as they ride the route throughout our
town.
Check: www.townofbabylon.com
for suggested cheer spots.
Town Hall Ceremony
Friday July 16, 2021 Starts at 9:00AM

From Amityville to West Point!
Shaneka Bernard graduated from Amityville Memorial High school, but her interest in the military began
as an Aviation Science and
Flight student at Farmingdale’s Wilson Tech. As she
neared her senior year of
high school, she received
letters from various military academies but took
an interest in West Point.
Having little knowledge about the military but a burning
curiosity, she took the letter from West Point to her Wilson
Tech guidance counselor, LTC (R) Jacqueline Gordon, and
her flight instructor Mr. Delshad. She was soon encouraged to pursue the opportunity and received mentorship
throughout the admissions process. She eventually earned
her admission to West Point and pursued a degree in Defense & Strategic Studies. She branched Quarter Master,
but will eventually return to her aviator roots when the opportunity presents itself. Her interest in aviation brought
her to Wilson Tech and West Point, and she would like to
put her passion for aircraft to use as an Army Aviator. After
completing the Basic Officer Leadership Course (BOLC),
she will make her way to her first duty station located in
Korea. Shaneka wants to thank her family, friends, and
mentors for encouraging and believing in her. She is eternally grateful and excited for the future.
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Veterans Update

With the Pandemic still effecting day to day life, the Supportive Services for Veteran Families Team at the Economic Opportunity Council of Suffolk, Inc. realizes there
will soon be a demand for rental arrears assistance and
possible homelessness assistance. Throughout COVID,
we have been working tirelessly to ensure that all of our
Suffolk County Veterans have peace of mind that they
have a roof over theirs and their family’s head. But our
work is just beginning. With the New York State Moratorium set to expire on August 31, we don’t want our
veterans who are facing housing challenges to wait until
the last minute. This housing help resource is at our veteran’s disposal now and we would encourage anyone who
is behind in rent or are imminently facing homelessness to
contact us to see if they qualify for the SSVF Program as
soon as possible. We are here to help. Please contact us at
631-289-2601 to see if you qualify.

New Newsletter Feature
Starting with the October newsletter, we will feature a
Town of Babylon veteran in upcoming editions! If you
would like to be considered to be a part of the newsletter,
please submit your name, hometown, branch of the military, any campaigns you participated in and a few sentences
about your time in the military. You may include one photo
to be published.
Selection of entry and photo to be published is at the Town
of Babylon’s discretion and based on quality of photo and
amount of submissions received. One veteran per newsletter will be selected.
Please submit all information by e-mail to
tobveterans@townofbabylon.com.

Town of Babylon
Veterans Journals

In 1991, the Town of Babylon published the
“Town of Babylon Veterans Journal,” and in
1993 an addendum was published. The VAB has
a limited supply of used copies of the Veterans
Journal and Addendum, for sale. To purchase a
copy, please contact Councilman Gregory’s office at 631-957-3127.
1991 Journal: $25. 1993 Addendum: $15.

Deer Park Vietnam Vets Honored by
Eagle Scout Joyce

Christopher

Joyce of Deer

Park Troop 157 presented
his Eagle Scout project at the
Deer Park School administration building this past Memorial Day Parade. The memorial honors seven soldiers
from Deer Park.

Town Historian
Honors
Vietnam Vets

Mary Cascone, the Town Historian has shared a
new Blog Post detailing the 61 casualties
of the Vietnam War
that were residents of
the Town of Babylon.
While the post is composed of basic information and links, the
entire project gathered
newspaper articles about each person.
You can check it out here:
https://tinyurl.com/3kbphwt7

Lindy Grad
Promoted

Congratulations
to
Kyle A. Trenholm, 2nd
Lieutenant of the United States Air Force
Kyle is a graduate
of Lindenhurst High
School, Class of 2017.
He participated in the 2nd Annual Call To Serve
event hosted by the Town of Babylon for seniors
joining the Armed Forces after high school. This
May, Kyle graduated from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University with a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Aeronautics and was Commissioned
as a Lieutenant with the United States Air Force.
Your Town of Babylon family is proud of you!

EVENTS, SERVICES AND PROGRAMS MENTIONED IN THE VETERAN’S ADVISORY COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
ARE NOT AN ENDORSEMENT FROM THE TOWN OF BABYLON.

If you or someone you know would benefit from this newsletter, call the Town of Babylon Veterans
Message Hotline @ 631-957-3077. Please speak clearly leave your name, address and phone number.
Or you can e-mail us at our new e-mail address: tobveterans@townofbabylon.com.

